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SYNOPSIS
CO-OPERATIVE ENTERPRISE LAW IS ONLY RARELY 
PART OF TEACHING CURRICULA, EVEN IF AROUND ONE 
BILLION PERSONS AROUND THE WORLD ARE INVOLVED 
AS MEMBERS IN THIS SPECIAL FORM OF ENTERPRISE 
WITH AN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL IMPACT TO MATCH. 

THE REPEATED CRISIS RESILIENCE OF CO-OPERATIVES 
AND THE GROWING AWARENESS THAT THE ASPECTS 
OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT MUST ALSO BE 
ADDRESSED BY AND THROUGH ENTERPRISES BRINGS 
THIS SHORTCOMING TO LIGHT. NOT THE LEAST THE 
2009 UN RESOLUTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR 
OF COOPERATIVES 2012, AS WELL AS THE FINAL 
DECLARATION OF THE RIO + 20 CONFERENCE ATTEST TO 
THAT.

THIS COURSE WILL EXAMINE CO-OPERATIVE LAW, 
WHICH ALSO INCLUDES OTHER FIELDS OF LAW AS 
THEY IMPACT ON THE STRUCTURE AND OPERATIONS 
OF CO-OPERATIVES, SUCH AS LABOUR LAW, TAX 
LAW, COMPETITION LAW AND ACCOUNTING AND 
BOOKKEEPING STANDARDS, AS WELL AS LAW MAKING 
AND IMPLEMENTATION PROCEDURES.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES
AT THE END OF THE COURSE THE STUDENT SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO DISTINGUISH THE CO-OPERATIVE FORM OF 
ENTERPRISE FROM OTHER FORMS, ESPECIALLY FROM THE 
STOCK COMPANY IN TERMS OF ITS LEGAL STRUCTURE, 
I.E. ITS SPECIFIC MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE, 
THE NATURE AND STRUCTURE OF ITS CAPITAL AND ITS 
CONTROL MECHANISMS. 
 
STUDENTS WILL LEARN ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS THAT 
IMPACT ON HOW CO-OPERATIVE LAW DEVELOPS. 
THESE COMPLEX DEVELOPMENTS INCLUDE A GENERAL 
TREND TO HARMONIZE LAW; THE EMERGENCE OF 
INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS WHICH DIRECTLY 
IMPACT ON ENTERPRISES; REGIONAL CO-OPERATIVE 
LEGISLATION AND REGIONAL FRAMEWORK LAWS; 
AS WELL AS INNOVATIONS CONCERNING THE CO-
OPERATIVE FORM OF ENTERPRISE ITSELF. 

COURSE FORMAT AND TEACHING METHODS
CLASSROOM TEACHING WITH BLENDED LEARNING 
ELEMENTS (SOME LEARNING MATERIALS ARE ALSO 
AVAILABLE IN DIGITAL FORM). THE STUDENTS WILL ALSO 
VISIT A NUMBER OF COOPERATIVE ORGANIZATIONS IN 
HELSINKI. 

TEACHERS AND LECTURERS 
THE COURSE IS LED BY DR HAGEN HENRŸ, RESEARCH 
DIRECTOR AND ADJUNCT PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF 
HELSINKI. OTHER TEACHERS TO BE CONFIRMED. 

MORE INFORMATION?
PLEASE DIRECT ANY QUESTIONS CONCERNING THIS 
COURSE TO HAGEN HENRŸ,  
HAGEN.HENRY@HELSINKI.FI OR TO THE COURSE 
COORDINATOR MS. ESSI FRONDELIUS,  
ESSI.FRONDELIUS@HELSINKI.FI
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